Partial Hawkins sign in fractures of the talus: a report of three cases.
We introduce the concept of the partial Hawkins sign in three cases of talar neck fracture that are associated with incomplete avascular necrosis. Our objective is to call attention to the intraosseous blood supply of the talar body, which can be interrupted by fractures to produce patterns of incomplete avascular necrosis. We conclude that the Hawkins sign does not always have to be complete. Fractures of the talus occasionally can lead to partial avascular necrosis because of the disruption of end arteries within the body of the talus, even without subluxation or dislocation. Early recognition of the partial Hawkins sign should lead to MRI evaluation that can more readily define the involvement of the talar body and assist the treating physician in recommending when the patient can bear weight.